
 
 

Imagine  you’re  in  the  original  audience  for  this 
play in January of 1935.  It’s cold outside, so you’ve got 
your coat and hat;  ladies, you’re wearing stockings and 
heels, even if it’s mucky out. Since you’re at the theatre, 
you’ve probably  got  a  job or  source of  income –  lucky 
you! The Great Depression is in full swing; a little over a 
year  ago,  25%  of  all  workers  –  37%  of  all  nonfarm 
workers  –  were  unemployed.  These  past  few  years, 
you’ve  seen  people  lining  up  for  blocks  to  get  some 
soup or bread. People  lost homes,  farms; they starved.  
Today, you walked by at least a few people who’d come 
to the city recently by jumping on the boxcar of a dark, 
moving train, stealing a free ride to the city, hoping for 
work.  
 

But  as  we’ve  said,  you’re  lucky!  You’re  at  the 
theatre! Isn’t it a relief? These past five or six years have 
been  among  the  hardest  the  country  has  faced.  Every 
time you’ve turned on the radio, it seems like there was 
more bad news: Hitler  in Germany, Stalin  in  the Soviet 
Union,  Mussolini  in  Italy  –  all  of  that  on  top  of  this 
wretched economy and suffering at home. Even though 
you have a job, your family may still be underemployed, 
so you look for cost‐effective entertainment or take up 
a  hobby,  inexpensive  escapes  from  the  hard  times. 
Mystery  novels  and  book  clubs  are  an  exciting  new 
craze, and board games are a great way to keep a whole 
family busy with fun.  You love to go to the movies, too. 
If you had to pick a favorite movie right now, you’d be 
torn between It Happened One Night and The Thin Man 
–  that  little  Shirley  Temple  and  her  lollipop  song  was 
pretty terrific in Bright Eyes, too.  
 

President  Roosevelt  delivers  regular  addresses  to 
the public in his Fireside Chats. Last year, he created the 
Securities Exchange Commission, and this year,  it  looks 

like he’ll get the Social Security 
Act passed.  
 

Times  are  changing!  A  few  years  ago,  in  1933, 
Prohibition was repealed. Bars are open and legal again, 
so  you  and  your  date may  have met  there  for  a  drink 
before  the  show.  21  states  have  changed  their  anti‐
gambling  stance  and  brought  back  horseracing  tracks; 
others  expanded  the  legality  of  this  time‐honored  – 
though  not  always  approved  of  –  American  tradition. 
They  hope  it  can  stimulate  the  economy  and  increase 
tax revenue. You have to admit, it’s rather exciting, that 
chance  to  win  a  lot  of  money  –  not  that  you’d  ever 
gamble. Well,  maybe  just  to  try  it  out…  you  wouldn’t 
risk  more  than  twenty‐five  cents  –  enough  to  buy 
breakfast at  a  restaurant – at  the most.  Though  things 
have gotten a bit better in the past eighteen months or 
so, security matters: it still feels like the financial crisis is 
dragging on, and on, and on…  
 

Which  is  why  you’ve  come  to  the  theatre!  Ooo! 
George Abbott and John Cecil Holm wrote this play, and 
it’s a comedy. Hooray!  
 

Thinking about it… 
 

If Erwin were a real person alive during our recent 
financial crisis, what do you think he would have picked 
as a sure winner, the investment most likely to win in 
this economy?  We’d love to hear your answers on the 
TACT Academy facebook page! 
 

For more on the play and its times, read the great 
article in your program on page 10. Check out the 
crossword puzzle on the back of this, too! 

  
The ACTORS COMPANY THEATRE 
900 Broadway, Suite 905 

www.tactnyc.org 
 

by Jenny Bennett, for students & teachers 

Contest: “The Missing Scene” – have fun! 
Write and film a new 1‐minute scene or character monologue for Three Men on a Horse. 

Use characters in (or referred to) in the play. Your scene should align with the given 
circumstances (no aliens or fax machines) & be in harmony with the action of the play. 

Test: if the new scene would change the end of the play, it’s not a fit. Upload to youtube, 
and send your name, link & script to jennybennett@tactnyc.org and/or share on TACT 
Academy’s facebook page – we’ll answer any questions you may have there, too.  

Winners will be announced by May 1 on our facebook page and website.  
First prize is one free week‐long intensive! Woot! 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